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COLE MINERS’ DIG

Principal’s Notes

Monday, January 17th is a holiday to observe Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day. I hope you are all able to enjoy the day
and take a moment to remember Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., his words, and his legacy.

While it has been a challenging return to school after the winter break due to the dramatic increase in COVID cases and
close contacts, I’d like to commend our teachers, staff, students, and families for demonstrating flexibility,
understanding, and grace as we navigate the situation. It certainly is challenging to keep track of attendance and teach
when each class is experiencing a number of absences each day.  We’ll all continue to do the very best we can!

Students in grades 1, 4, and 5 were treated to a PTO sponsored presentation by Neal Nichols last Monday. He shared
his love of geography and drawing with the students. Be sure to check out the pictures on facebook and ask your child
what they remember about the presentation.

Teachers in kindergarten through grade 2 participated in Fundations training on Monday of this week. Fundations, a
phonics program, is being implemented K-2 this year. Classroom teachers in these grade levels have likely shared the
concepts they are working on with their students each week via classroom newsletters.

All teachers and staff at the elementary level participated in training on the Massachusetts Dyslexia Guidelines on
Wednesday. While this is not new information for our teachers, it was helpful to have the time to review the 80 page
document with colleagues. If you’re interested in reviewing the guidelines, they can be found on the DESE website and
here.

I’ve reached out to Lifetouch regarding the very delayed Picture Retake Packages. They reported that they are
reprinting them and will rush delivery.  We apologize for this inconvenience.

January’s Lunch Menu click here

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the  Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter. Please consider
following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page.

https://documentcloud.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:036a814c-7e30-3748-8279-42be1c42603f
https://www.norwellschools.org/Page/8043


The MCAS Testing Schedule has been released.  Please be aware of MCAS testing dates for students in grades 3-5.

Nurse’s Notes
As of the end of the year, DESE had changed the guidelines for COVID protocols.

*Your child tests positive:
-day 0 will be the test date or symptoms start date whichever is first
- they will need to be out of school for 5 days and may return on day 6
- to return, they must be fever free for 24 hours without fever

reducing agents and their symptoms must be improving
-  strict mask wearing in school from day 6-10 at all times unless actively eating or drinking

*Your child is an out of school close contact and not fully vaccinated:
- day 0 will be the date of LAST exposure to a positive individual
- they will need to be out of school for 5 days and may return on day 6
- they will need a negative test (antigen, rapid, PCR) before returning to
school and that result must be provided to the school prior to returning

- Strict mask wearing in school from day 6-10 at all times unless actively eating or drinking

*Your child is fully vaccinated and an out of school/in school contact
-Please still notify the school nurse of the exposure and you will be
notified if there is a school exposure

- Will not be required to test or quarantine, the option to participate in test and stay on day 5 after exposure is
available and recommended
-  If your child becomes symptomatic at any time during the 10 days they

will need a negative test to return back to school
- Strict mask wearing in school for 10 days unless actively eating or drinking

* Your child is identified as a school close contact and not vaccinated:
- Option to enroll in test and stay and be able to attend school
- Testing will take place for 5 days after the exposure to the individual
- If testing days fall over the weekend they should quarantine and will
test on the following school day to be cleared to attend



There are a lot of new changes so if you have any questions please don't hesitate to reach out. And as we have
said this year please always include me in communication to the teachers regarding your child missing school for
illness reasons as well. Jacqueline.cregg@norwellschools.org

Counselor’s Corner

Happy Friday! In this time of yet another COVID surge, our weekly SEL lessons focused on what is in our circle of
control and what is not. We talked about all the ways we can keep ourselves safe, both from germs and also as
we get to and from school. As always, feel free to reach out to us if we can support your child-
anne.walsh@norwellschools.org or leah.ciolkosz@norwellschools.org.

Resource of the Week: This coming Monday is a great day to volunteer or to do something in service to someone
else, in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Find out more here!
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